10                                PORT SAID.

wonders of modern civilization; and yet, but one
short year afterwards, these same people were
plunged in deadly warfare, the poor Empress an
exile in a foreign country, and her husband a
prisoner in Germany.

Port Said has grown' immensely since those
days, and is increasing in size and prosperity
every year. If it had but a railway to Ismalia,
to give it direct land communication with Cairo,
it would soon eclipse Alexandria. Owners of
property in the latter town make every opposition
possible to this railway, but it is bound to come
in time.

Port Said boasts of a cafe chantant and casino
called 4The Eldorado,' with an orchestra'com-
posed of Hungarian women, and a roulette-table
with twenty-four numbers and two zeros. As
soon as a passenger-ship arrives in port, the
orchestra tunes up and the tables are in full
swing. It is said that the troop-ships alone are
worth four thousand a-year to this establishment

Mr. Royle, the Peninsular and Oriental agent